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Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book.Sample Book Insights:#1 The

modern self is the result of a long and complicated process, and I can only briefly outline some

of the key ideas that help set the scene for the interpretation of our contemporary world.#2 The

current mindset of the West is characterized by a highly individualistic, sexually obsessed, and

materialistic culture. This mindset has almost completely dispensed with the idea of any

authority beyond that of personal, psychological conviction.#3 The social imaginary is the way

people think about the world and how they act intuitively in relation to it. It is not so much a

conscious philosophy of life as a set of intuitions and practices. It is the totality of the way we

look at our world, and how we make sense of our behavior within it.#4 The idea of the self that

makes transgenderism possible is a culmination of many different cultural phenomena, not just

theoretical and philosophical rationales.

About the AuthorDr. Jason Lisle is the Director of Research and a featured speaker and writer

for the Institute for Creation Research. He previously served as the Planetarium Director for the

Creation Museum in KY. Dr. Lisle has also authored a number of books which include: Taking

Back Astronomy, The Ultimate Proof of Creation, Old-Earth Creationism on Trial, and The

Stargazer’s Guide to the Night Sky.Dr. Jason Lisle holds bachelor of science degrees in

physics and astronomy from Ohio Wesleyan University, as well as a master’s and PhD in Astro-

physics from the University of Colorado in Boulder. As a creation scientist Dr. Lisle effectively

communicates a broad range of topics from in-depth presentations of distant starlight,

Einstein’s relativity, and problems with the big bang to topics from astronomy and general

science to apologetics and dinosaurs.--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition

of this title.
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Chapter 9Insights from Chapter 1#1The modern self is the result of a long and complicated

process, and I can only briefly outline some of the key ideas that help set the scene for the

interpretation of our contemporary world.#2The current mindset of the West is characterized by

a highly individualistic, sexually obsessed, and materialistic culture. This mindset has almost

completely dispensed with the idea of any authority beyond that of personal, psychological

conviction.#3The social imaginary is the way people think about the world and how they act

intuitively in relation to it. It is not so much a conscious philosophy of life as a set of intuitions

and practices. It is the totality of the way we look at our world, and how we make sense of our

behavior within it.#4The idea of the self that makes transgenderism possible is a culmination of

many different cultural phenomena, not just theoretical and philosophical rationales.#5The shift

from a mimetic to a poietic view of the world is characterized by the fact that society moves

away from a view of the world as having intrinsic meaning and purpose, and towards one that

allows for the creation of meaning and purpose by the individual.#6The development of

technology has changed the way we view the world. We now believe that we can manipulate

reality according to our own will, instead of having to conform to it.#7In a world where the

predominant way of thinking is mimetic, it is not possible to conceive of transcendent purpose

or given purpose. Human nature becomes something individuals or societies invent for

themselves.#8Rieff’s theory of culture is based on the idea that cultures are defined by what

they forbid. They survive by the power of their institutions to bind and loose people in the

conduct of their affairs with reasons that become commonly and implicitly understood.#9Rieff’s

scheme of human history is based on the notion that culture directs individuals outward. It is

greater than, prior to, and formative of the individual. We learn who we are by learning how to

conform ourselves to the purposes of the larger community to which we belong.#10The rise of

psychological categories as the dominant factor in how Westerners think of themselves and

who they consider themselves to be is a compelling insight. It is what Rieff refers to as the

modern age, when the human self became psychological man.#11The issue of job satisfaction

is significant for most adults. My grandfather, for example, left school at fifteen and spent the

rest of his working life as a sheet metal worker in a factory in Birmingham, England. If he had

been asked if he found satisfaction in his work, he would not have understood the

question.#12The idea of the community as a good is under attack in modern society. Instead, it

is seen as a hindrance to the full expression of the authentic individual. The community now

serves as a protective shield for the individual, who is not required to conform to the norms and

protocols of society.#13The triumph of expressive individualism and the therapeutic over

mimesis is the result of the educational institution’s transformation into a place where students

can perform, not be formed.#14As I argue in later chapters, we live in a world where the

therapeutic needs of Rieff's psychological man stand at the center of life. Thus, identity

becomes as limitless as the human imagination. However, this still leaves unanswered

questions about why sexual identity politics are so fierce.#15The modern self is the expressive

individual. We are all psychological man, and our identities are constructed based on the

desires and experiences that make us feel happy. However, not all identities are considered to

be legitimate, because society will not allow for the expression of every particular form of

sexual desire.#16The concept of expressive individualism, which is the basis of psychological



man, argues that the validity of certain identities should not be questioned. However, this

concept has been reversed in the era of psychological man, where satisfaction and meaning

are found by an inward turn.#17The turn to the psychological self is fundamentally iconoclastic

with regard to traditional moral codes. The emphasis on what we might call the right to

psychological happiness of the individual will have some obvious practical effects. For example,

language will become much more contested than in the past, because words that cause

psychological harm will become problematic and will need to be policed and

suppressed.#18Some identities, like the foot fetishist, are clearly accepted and even celebrated

by society. Others, like the incestuous gay man, are not. Why.#19The question of why some

identities are accepted and others are not is simply a version of the question of how identity is

formed. It is a social phenomenon that emerges through the dialogical nature of what it means

to be a person.#20Modern selfhood is a dialogue between an individual and the people with

whom they interact. It is through these interactions that an individual learns the language of the

community, and it is through this language that they are able to be a part of the community.#21
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